
ENG 3133/WS 3713: Women and Literature- The Flesh of Empire 
Instructor, Office Hours, Location: Roberta Hurtado, M/W 12-1:30pm and upon request, MB 2.308 

Class Time and Location: MWF 9-9:50AM, MH/HSS 3.02.50 

 
 
Course Description 
In this course, we will explore the writings of women for their representation of empire. We will examine in 
detail plays, poetry, and novels written by women who act of behalf of emerging empires and women who are 
colonized within the U.S. and British empires. We will engage issues regarding how empire impacts and grows 
out of women‟s bodies – how it is impressed upon the skins and limbs as well as the minds and psyches of 
colonized women.  In our exploration, we will question how “woman” is defined in different eras and from 
different perspectives, how sociosexual racialization impacts all women, and the role of women in empire 
building. Students will have the opportunity to create an original short-length paper for midterm and an 
original full length research paper for their final projects. Oral presentations on each of the authors and short 
reading responses also participate in the construction of knowledge within the course. Students must fulfill 
CORE curriculum requirements prior to enrollment in the class.  
 
Course Objectives 

 Master discourses pertinent to studying women‟s literature 
 Critically engage representations of genderization in conjunction with other elements of intersectionality 
 Explore the scholarly and creative writings by “women” to discern themes, motifs, and trends in this field  

   
 
Reading List 

 Alvarez, Julia. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents. 
 Ambert, Alba. A Perfect Silence. 
 Anzaldúa, Gloria. Borderlands. 
 Behn, Aphra. Oroonoko. 
 Behn, Aphra. The Widow Ranter. 
 Duarte, Stella Pope. If I Die in Juarez. 
 Howe, LeAnn. Shell Shaker. 
 Morrison, Toni. Beloved. 
 Sedgewick, Catherine Maria. Hope Leslie. 
 
 



Grades and Assignments 

Class Participation                            100 points (20% of final grade) 

Online Responses and Quizzes         100 points (20% of final grade) 

Midterm Paper (3-5 pages)               100 points (20% of final grade) 

Group Oral Presentation                     50 points (15% of final grade) 

Final Research Paper (5-8 pages)    _150 points (25% of final grade) 

                                                           500 points  = 100% 

 
Letter Grade  

 
Point Ranges  

 

A+  470 – 500   

A  430 - 469   

A-  400 - 429   

B+  370 - 399   

B  330 - 369   

B-  300 - 329   

C+  270 - 299   

C  230 - 269   

C-  200 - 229   

D+  170 - 199   

D  130 - 169   

D-  100 - 129   

F  0 - 99   

*Grades will not be given over the phone or internet. Extra Credit Assignments will be made available. 

Attendance: Participation is key to a successful course. As such, students are permitted 3 unexcused absences. 
Additional absences will result in a lowering of their final grade by one third of a letter grade per absence. 
Tardiness, or habitual lateness (arriving more than 5 minutes after class), is strongly discouraged. Six late 
arrivals will be counted as one absence. Arrival more than ten minutes after class can result in not being 
allowed access to class. Arrival more than 15 minutes after class will result in an absence for the day. If 
you do arrive within the allowed five minutes, please choose the nearest open seat to the door.  

 
Classroom Policies: Our classroom should be a zone free from racist, sexist, homophobic, and other forms of 

derogatory language and conduct. We should all aim to create a space where students feel comfortable to 
speak and participate. As well as following the Student Code of Conduct, outlined in the UTSA Course 
Catalog, we are all expected to treat one another with respect and courtesy. In this light, cell phones 
should be turned off prior to entering class- only students who request special allowances due to pressing 
circumstances will be allowed to have cell phones out and on, but they must be set to vibrate mode. 
Students are also required to come to class prepared and ready to learn. You are expected to complete all reading 
assignments prior to class and have all hand-in assignments ready for submission. Late work is not accepted without 
penalty, if at all. Guests are only permitted in class if pre-approved by the faculty.  

 
Professionalism in the Classroom: The Provost‟s statement on “Civility in the Classroom” states that “students 

are expected to assist in maintaining a classroom environment that is conducive to learning. To assure all 
students have the opportunity to gain from time spent in class, students are prohibited from engaging in 
any form of distraction. Inappropriate behavior in the classroom shall result, minimally, in a request to 
leave class.” While diversity of opinion is encouraged in this class, we must also seek to engage one another 
respectfully and professionally. In this light, all members of class should refrain from disruptive behaviors 
such as persistent ringing of cell phones or beepers, inappropriate challenges to the professor‟s authority, 
excessive tardiness or leaving class early, making offensive remarks, missing deadlines, prolonged chatting, 
reading newspapers during class, sleeping, talking out of turn, dominating discussion, shuffling backpacks 
and notebooks, and overt inattentiveness are discourages (all examples listed in the Provost‟s statement on 
“Civility in the Classroom”). 



Electronic Technology in the Classroom: Cell phone use is not permitted in class. If you need to use your cell 
phone, please leave the classroom to do so. If you have extenuating circumstances, please notify the 
instructor and you will be allowed to have your phone set to vibrate but must leave the classroom to take 
the call- texting is distracting and therefore discouraged in these special circumstances. Laptops are 
permitted only for in-class use such as taking notes. Web-surfing, checking emails and facebook, and 
instant messaging are not permitted in class. If you plan to use a laptop in classroom, please notify the 
instructor of record and make you computer screen easily visible to the instructor during class. 

 
Plagarism According to Section 203.b of the UTSA Code of Conduct Handbook, “„Scholastic dishonesty‟ is any form of 

cheating or plagiarism that violates the Student Code of Conduct. Scholastic Dishonesty or academic dishonesty 
includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion without faculty consent, falsifying academic records, 
and any act designed to give unfair advantage to the student (such as, but not limited to, submission of essentially 
the same written assignment for two courses without the prior permission of the instructor, providing false or 
misleading information in an effort to receive a postponement or an extension on a test, quiz, or other assignment), 
or the attempt to commit such an act.” Any instance of plagiarism that is found will result in an immediate “F” for 
the assignment, potentially a failing grade for the course, and judicial action. If you are concerned at any point in 
the semester that you might be broaching one of these areas, please speak to me prior to handing in your work so that 
we can determine how to remedy the situation. ALL Assignments are held to a no-scholastic dishonesty standard. 

 
Disabilities 
Students who require special accommodations for in-class work must register with Disability Services. Please visit 

www.utsa.edu/disabilities for more information.  

Description of Assignments: 

Class Participation In order to create lively and unique class discussions, all students are expected to assist in 
creating a positive environment conducive to learning. Your input is valuable to every discussion, and we 
should all plan to speak at least once per class. However, negative behavior and/or derogatory comments 
will negatively impact your grade. Please review “Classroom Policies” and “Notes on Professionalism” for 
further information on behavior/commentary guidelines.  

Online Responses and Quizzes: By Sunday at 11:59pm, all students are required to submit a 150-250 word 
response on Blackboard about the readings for the week. You might choose to discuss a theme, motif, or 
character you find interesting. You might also wish to provide a close reading of a passage/scene/line/etc. 
You are also permitted to creatively engage one of the texts to discuss something you find interesting. In 
addition, quizzes might be given at any point in the semester. These quizzes are your chance to show your 
knowledge of the texts, the characters, motifs, scenes, and knowledge of important passages.  

Group Presentation: In this assignment, you and several classmates will edify the class on an author whose 
work we read in this course and her cultural community. You are expected to provide pertinent 
biographical information, a bibliography of their work, and any professional work they have engaged. 
Students should also plan to provide historical information about the author‟s “nation.” There should be a 
handout for every member of class providing an overview of your presentation, as well as a picture of the 
author. Part of your grade is dependent on this handout and part on the presentation. In this light, visual 
aids are strongly encouraged, but please ensure to have all necessary equipment ready for your presentation. 
Your group is required to meet with the faculty to discuss your presentation prior to its due date. 

Midterm Paper: In this 3-5 page paper, you have the opportunity to explore any aspect of any text we have 
read in class up to and including the text we read on the day the paper is due. The paper must be written in 
MLA format, including 1 inch margins all around, size 12 Times New Roman font, and no extra spacing 
between paragraphs. Your paper must be stapled.  

Final Research Paper: In this 5-8 page paper, you will explore a topic of your choice as it pertains to women‟s 
literature and the themes we have discussed in this course. As part of this assignment, you will be able to 
conduct research based on your topic and engage any text from the course with this information. The paper 
must be written in MLA format, including 1 inch margins all around, size 12 Times New Roman font, and 
no extra spacing between paragraphs. A timeline of due dates are available on the Final Research Paper 
handout.  

 

http://www.utsa.edu/disabilities


SCHEDULE 
 
01/18: Welcome to Class! Syllabus Overview 
01/20: “Claiming and Education,” “The Master‟s Tools…,” and “Theory in the Flesh” handouts/Blackboard 
 
01/23: Aphra Behn‟s Oroonoko Pages 75- 99 (bottom) 
01/25: Behn, Oroonoko Pages 100-120 (last full paragraph) 
01/27: Behn, Oroonoko Pages 120 (beginning “The feud began…) - Finish 
 
01/30: Behn, The Widow Ranter Act 1 
02/01: Behn, The Widow Ranter Act 2 and 3 
02/03: Behn, The Widow Ranter Act 4 and 5 
 

02/06: Sedgewick, Hope Leslie Introduction and Volume 1 Chapters 1-3    PRESENTATION 
02/08: Sedgewick, Hope Leslie Chapters 4-8 
02/10: Sedgewick, Hope Leslie Chapter 9-Volume 2 Chapter 2  
 
02/13: Sedgewick, Hope Leslie Chapter 3-7 
02/15: Sedgewick, Hope Leslie Chapters 8 and 9 
02/17: Sedgewick, Hope Leslie Chapters 10- Finish 
 

02/20: Howe, Shell Shakers Chapters 1-3                                                      PRESENTATION 
02/22: Howe, Shell Shakers Chapters 4-6 
02/24: Howe, Shell Shakers Chapters 7-10 
 
02/27: Howe, Shell Shaker Chapters 11- Finish 

02/29: Howe, Beloved Introductory Pages 1-56                                             PRESENTATION 

03/02: Morrison, Beloved Pages 57-113 
 
03/05: Morrison, Beloved Pages 113-End Section 1 
03/07: Morrison, Beloved Section 2, Pages 170-229 
03/09: Morrison, Beloved, Pages 230- Finish                                            MIDTERM PAPER DUE 
 
03/12- SPRING BREAK 12-16 
 

03/19: Anzaldúa, Borderlands Chapters 1, 2, and 3                                        PRESENTATION  
03/21: Anzaldúa, Borderlands Chapters 4, 5, and 6 
03/23: Anzaldúa, Borderlands Chapter 7 
 

03/26: Duarte, If I Die in Juarez Chapters 1-7                                               PRESENTATION 

03/28: Duarte, If I Die in Juarez Chapters 8-13 
03/30: Duarte, If I Die in Juarez Chapters 14-20 
 
04/02: Duarte, If I Die in Juarez Chapters 21-27 
04/04: Duarte, If I Die in Juarez Chapters 28-33 
04/06: Duarte, If I Die in Juarez Chapters 34-Finish 
 

04/09: Ambert, A Perfect Silence Chapters 1-5                                                PRESENTATION 

04/11: Ambert, A Perfect Silence Chapters 6-10 
04/13: Ambert, A Perfect Silence Chapters 11-14 
 
04/16: Ambert, A Perfect Silence Chapters 15-19 
04/18: Ambert, A Perfect Silence Chapters 20-23 
04/20: Ambert, A Perfect Silence Chapters 24-Finish 
 

04/23: Alvarez, How the Garcia Girls Pages 1-67                                           PRESENTATION 

04/25: Alvarez, How the Garcia Girls Pages 68-103 
04/27: Alvarez, How the Garcia Girls Pages 107-165          
 
04/30: Alvarez, How the Garcia Girls Pages 166- 224 
05/02: Alvarez, How the Garcia Girls Pages 225- Finish 
05/04- UNIVERSITY STUDY DAY 
 

FINAL EXAM: Tuesday May 8th, 7:30AM- 10AM 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

The University of Texas at San Antonio is a community of scholars, where integrity, excellence, inclusiveness, 

respect, collaboration, and innovation are fostered. 

As a Roadrunner, 

 

I will: 

 

 Uphold the highest standards of academic and personal integrity by practicing and expecting fair and 

ethical conduct; 

 

 Respect and accept individual differences, recognizing the inherent dignity of each person; 

 

 Contribute to campus life and the larger community through my active engagement; and 

 

 Support the fearless exploration of dreams and ideas in the advancement of ingenuity, creativity, and 

discovery. 

 

Guided by these principles now and forever, I am a Roadrunner! 

 

 

The University of Texas at San Antonio Academic Honor Code 
 
A. Preamble  

The University of Texas at San Antonio community of past, present and future students, faculty, staff, and 

administrators share a commitment to integrity and the ethical pursuit of knowledge.  We honor the 

traditions of our university by conducting ourselves with a steadfast duty to honor, courage, and virtue in 

all matters both public and private.  By choosing integrity and responsibility, we promote personal growth, 

success, and lifelong learning for the advancement of ourselves, our university, and our community. 

 

B. Honor Pledge 
In support of the ideals of integrity, the students of the University of Texas at San Antonio pledge: 

 

“As a UTSA Roadrunner I live with honor and integrity.” 

 
C. Shared responsibility 

The University of Texas at San Antonio community shares the responsibility and commitment to integrity 

and the ethical pursuit of knowledge and adheres to the UTSA Honor Code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This syllabus is subject to change                                                                       Cover Image: http://lavieboston.com 

 

The Roadrunner Creed 

 


